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What is cadmium? 
Cadmium is a relatively rare, naturally occurring metal found in mineral deposits and distributed 
ubiquitously at low concentrations in the environment. 

How is cadmium used? 
Cadmium's primary industrial uses are for the manufacturing of batteries, pigments, plastic 
stabilizers, metal coatings, alloys and electronics. Recently, cadmium has been used in 
manufacturing nanoparticles (quantum dots) for use in solar cells and color displays. 

How does cadmium affect aquatic life? 
Cadmium is a non-essential metal with no biological function in aquatic animals. In addition to 
acute effects such as mortality, chronic exposure to cadmium can lead to adverse effects on 
growth, reproduction, immune and endocrine systems, development, and behavior in aquatic 
orgamsms. 
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